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Hello and welcome to 2010 cont od

Don't forget that Cathy Britell, Mike Fenton and myself will be your tutors at
SFSS. Still not too late to register. It will be a great week, how do | know that?
Well | have been going for over 10 years and it is always a great week full of
wonderful music and inspiration.

Hope to see some of you at the next UKA day and don't forget those nomina-
tions.

All the Best
Heather FarrelRoberts
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The header design for the AQ column is included above

Nadine White asks us to alert UK autoharpers to watch for a new series of articles in the
'‘Autoharp Quarterly' magazine which will explore the European dimension to autoharping.
The first article, in the February '10 issue of AQ, looks at the German autoharps which were
historically the most commonly available autoharps to players across Europe from the

mid- 1880's through the 1970s.

Future articles will explore the playing of autoharps, past and present, in the UK and in
other European countries. Some of these articles will be adapted and reprinted by
permission in future issues of OAutoharp Notesb©d.

Nadine says: o061 6dm relying on UK Autoharps for i
islands, and she already has a number of contacts in France and Germany i but she would

like to make contact with a widest possible range of autoharpers from across Europe as

she researches and prepares these articles. Any information you can provide about auto-

harpers in other European countries or new e-ma i | contacts would be very
Contact Nadine at: nadine@ifwtech.co.uk (telephone 01988 501077)

or by post at 2 Appleby Cottages, Whithorn, Newton Stewart DG8 8DQ Scotland.
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Sore Fingers 2010
Sore Fingers Week!!

We're having a great time planning the autoharp portion of this wonderful springtime autoharp event in
Oxfordshire, UK.

Heather FarrelRoberts and Mike Fenton are joining me on the AMAZING AUTOHARP TEACHING

TEAM for this event. Also, PETE DAIGLE will be there with his great instruments, technical expertise, and
persona. There will also be some VERY accomplished players there as participants who will be sharing some
of their special expertise with the group. There's a little evolving website on the autoharp part of the event at:
www.autoharpteacher.com/sfss

BECAUSE there will be three of us, WE HAVE ROOM FOR MORE PARTICIPANTS!! Yay! Right now,

there are some very good air fares, so some folks in the US may want to enjoy spring in Oxfordshire. We are
very excited about working together to make this week magical for you. Our goal is not to impress you with
what we can do; but rather to AMAZE you with what YOU can do. There will be various kinds of sessions:

CORE SESSI ONS: Wed | | start the morning al/l toget hel
ful and fun musical activities in which al leyethember s
and fresh, youdéll work in small groups in a fAicoreo s:¢

goals. These core classes will concentrate on developing solid rhythm, clean melody picking, tune arrange-
ment, musical expressiotasteful song accompaniment, and developing your repertoire, or for the most ad-
vanced students, solidifying and expanding your playing style, and developing your own unique musical per-
sona. Our instructors will work as a team; each teaching one or rapgas of playing at a level appropriate to
each small group and progressing through the week, so you will have intensive contact with each of the in-
structors throughout the weeKhese sessions will be tailored to your needs and skill level, and will be-a hard
working but fun experience.

SPECIALTY SESSIONS: Throughout the week, we will schedule "round robin" sessions by the instructors on
a particular theme, followed by felectivedo specialty
playing. These will depend on student interest, and may include:

standard chromatic repertoire, advanced tuning techniques, diatonic open ptdinigg fiddle tunes up to
speed, fancy rhythms, use of diatonic and chromatic colour chgrdat licks and tricks, storytelling with
the autoharp, stage presence, contest coaching, songs for children, Celtic repertoire, and others.

INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS: Of course, there will be ample time for individual teaching with each of the in-
structors, as participantsd request.

SFSS ACTIVITIES: The WONDERFUL thing about this week is that it is part of SORE FINGERS! So,

youol |l have the opportunity to join a S-i@BessioisH BAND,
that appeal to you, as well as find other instrumentalists for wonderful jams, take part in the student concert,

and enjoy the tutors concert!

GO TO THE SFSS WEBSITE at:

www.sorefingers.co.uk/coursedetail.php?id=1 , for all the particulars,
registration and accommodations information and answers to general

questions about Sore Fingers Week.
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Sore Fingers 2010 Contd

Some of this may sound just a bit like Seattle Autoharp Week; but it will
be very different, being part of a larger festival. | have to admit,
though, that we are taking some of our SAW concepts over the pond.

COME JOIN Us!

Cathy Britell Heather FarrelRoberts Mike Fenton

Looking forward to a wonderful event,
Cathy

http://www.larkpoint.com

New Autoharp Group

d Scottish Autoharpers D

A new group of autoharpers is now meeting monthly in southwest Scotland for a Saturday afternoon of
music making. We definitely have O0UK Autoharpsd | i nk:
ment by borrowing one of the UKA Loaner autoharps.

Meetings are aimed towards supporting beginners and

autoharp to accompany singing. The venue is Nadine Wi
Gall oway. Al though the group has a number of 6éregul al
and want to join in. Meetings are usually on one of f
White for details of upcoming meetings and/or to haveyourenai | added to our o6contact

for e-mail updates.

Nadine White T nadine@ifwtech.co.uk or phone on 01988 501077 .
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The Mike Fenton Interview

JUDY DYBLE
AUTOHARPING IN FAIRPORT

AND BEYOND

Mike Fenton interviews the original lead vocalist with the legendary UK band Fairport Convention,
whose autoharp contributions were an important part of her work.

Judy with Hopf 15chord Autoharp, Hertfordshire 1966 Judy at home with her original autoharp
(Photo Ken Lavington) Oxfordshire 2007

During the late 60s and early 70s there was a new movement in British music in which folk musicians|began
experimenting with traditional folk songs with percussion and electrified instruments. Thus began the|British

folk-rock period, speaneaded by such groups as Steeleye Span, Lindisfarne, Horslips, Hunter Musket, and
probably the most famous and durable of all, Fairporf
very much a Cal i finfluencedavéirl. featuring ongS pyecanterhporbry singer/songwiiters

such as Phil Ochs and Joni Mitchell, very different in style from the largely Bd#sked music for which
they became famous. During their early days their lead singer was theygenilec ed Judy Dy|lbl e ( t |
sounded as a longéid), who is of great intere|st to ol
group was with the autoharp. Indeed, many of the bands in the genre did utilise autoharp in the studiq and it

would occasionally be heard on album tracks, without it ever really being developed as an integral paft of their

sound. Judy, however, was more committed than most to the autoharp in the UK in those days, and still owns

several and retains a great deal of affection for it. Today, she resides in an Oxfordshire village, wherg she
participated in this interview on October22007.
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